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READERS RESPOND 
to BR, vOL. 33, nO. 2 
(november 2014)
That article [by William Hanna] about 
the prisoner of war camp in Taunton, 
mainly Italian prisoners and how they 
became friends with the local Italian 
population… was so fascinating. My 
girlfriend’s mother is Italian and she 
had a cousin who married one of the 
people in the Italian part of the prison. 
He was allowed to go out on weekends 
and visit with families in Brockton. At 
the end of the war, a whole bunch of 
marriages resulted from the visitations 
that they were allowed to do. That 
story is so incredibly wonderful. I loved 
it and my friends did too. They were 
just so amazed… because they actu-
ally have some part of it in their lives. 
Gayle Engstli, Grangeville, Idaho
Thoroughly enjoyed the [Editor’s 
Notebook] in the most recent 
Bridgewater Review. I’ve been re-
reading, Where Men Win Glory, about 
Pat Tillman, who left the NFL to enlist 
in the Army following 9/11, and the 
mythic narrative shaped and cultivated 
by the Pentagon during his service  
and the subsequent cover-up of his 
death by friendly fire. I often worry  
that Veterans Day in the U.S has 
devolved into a hollow, almost Hallmark 
holiday, in that it now serves primarily 
as a commercially-driven enterprise.  
As such it was quite nice reading some-
thing on the subject without the need 
for cynical lenses.
Conor McKeon, Boston
I enjoyed [Stephen Kaczmarek’s] article 
on fracking. The people of southern 
[New Jersey] had the same dilemma. 
They had great paying jobs but the 
chemical waste was killing people... 
Read the book Toms River and you 
can get the complete story of how 
a German chemical company which 
left Germany because it polluted the 
Danube came to pristine South Jersey 
and did the same thing without any 
care for the people. Just plain profit!
Gerardo Tempesta, Harwichport
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